
You can jog with it:
RCA’s Lyra MP3 player is
priced from $249 to $299.

If you
can’t come
to the
wedding, it’s
nice to write a
short note here
offering
congratulations to
the bridal couple. If
you really want to
be formal, send a
separate card with the
RSVP, or in a separate
envelope, expressing
how sorry you are that
you can’t be there and
extending good wishes for
the future.

 Many traditional RSVP cards contain the stilted
phrasing and British spelling (favour instead of
favor) of a more formal era. Invitations to more
casual American events might be more direct:
“Please respond by Nov. 6.”

The mysterious
M_____line. Here
is where you
write who is
coming to the
wedding — Mr.
and Mrs. Smith,
or Mr. Smith or
Ms. Smith, as the
case may be.
Remember: Don’t
bring extra guests
if they haven’t
been invited. A
host will usually
specify if children
are welcome; if
not, don’t assume
— call before
bringing the little
darlings.

This is where you write NOT if you can’t come to the
wedding. If you are coming, leave this blank. Don’t
check or put an X there; it will only confuse the host.

How to read a reply card

Photo by H. Darr Beiser, USA TODAY; RSVP card from Crane’s
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Appetite for relaxation
What adults consume in stressful times:
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Anything
they want
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Warm foods
(soup, chili, etc.)

Desserts

Childhood
favorites

Alcohol
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Williams will wave the red, white and blue
Country singer Hank Williams Jr. will now open

ABC’s July Fourth television special in the spot Toby
Keith says was his until his invitation was rescinded
by Peter Jennings. Keith says Jennings was upset at
the angry lyrics of his Sept. 11 tribute song, Courtesy
of the Red, White and Blue (The Angry American). ABC
denies Keith’s version of events. In any case, Williams’
opening song, America Will Survive, isn’t much tamer.
Sample lyrics: “A tooth for a tooth and an eye for an
eye/That’s an old slogan we’re gonna revive.”

Michael Jackson moonwalks in Britain
Pop star Michael Jackson escaped injury Friday af-

ter he was knocked to the ground by a screaming
mob of fans at London’s Paddington railway station. “I
honestly thought we wouldn’t make it and we would
end up in the hospital,”
said spoon-bending
psychic Uri Geller, who
accompanied Jackson
along with magician
David Blaine. The
strange bedfellows
boarded the “Jackson
Express” train to a
fundraiser in the
southwestern English
city of Exeter. Jackson
did not sing there, but
he told 8,000 fans to
hold hands and said,
“Together we can make a change in the world.”

Eminem’s ‘Osama’ video sparks rumor
A rumor that the al-Qaeda terrorist network has

targeted Eminem is “completely untrue and danger-
ous,” says Dennis Dennehy, the rapper’s publicist at
Interscope Records. News of the death threat sur-
faced in the British tabloid Daily Star and quickly
spread through the Internet. In his video for Without
Me, Eminem portrays a dancing Osama Bin Laden
waving a white flag. “There have been no threats
made against Eminem,” his reps said in a statement. 

All-star ‘Survivor,’ ‘V.I.P.’ are RIP
CBS has put plans on hold for an all-star version of

Survivor that would have pitted the series’ biggest
stars. TV Guide Online reports that Survivor 6 will
once again feature regular folks in an exotic location.
The show’s fifth series is currently filming in Thailand.
Elsewhere on the dial, Pamela Anderson’s syndicated
action show V.I.P. was canceled after four seasons.
Next on Pammy’s plate: voicing the Stan Lee cartoon
Stripperella, about a crime-fighting topless dancer.

Smith strikes back with pop culture site
Filmmaker Kevin Smith (Clerks, Dogma) is launching

a Web site today designed to be a sort of Consumer Re-
ports on pop culture. MoviePoopShoot.com — which
does not accept advertising — features news and col-
umns on movies, music and comics. Fans will remem-
ber the domain name as the fictional site used in
Smith’s last film, Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back. 

Kelly Osbourne: To the manners born (not)
“I get along better with guys — girls think I’m gross.

I (pass gas) and burp and I don’t care. I never wear
skirts because I always sit with my legs wide open. I
can be the perfect English daughter when I have to be.
If I wasn’t, my mom would kick my (butt).” — Os-
bournes co-star Kelly Osbourne, 17, in Teen People.

By César G. Soriano with staff and wire reports
E-mail Lifeline@usatoday.com

By Darren Staples, Reuters

Jackson: Swarmed by Eng-
lish fans at train station.

Television: Documentary Married in
America plans to follow newlyweds around,
for better or worse, and for many years, 3D.

Tech: The newest portable MP3 players are
smaller and more powerful, but prices are all

over the place, 4D.

A Better Life: What Catholic bish-
ops decided, and didn’t decide, at

their Dallas meeting, 6D.

Health: Drug companies
are still years away from
alternatives to injected

insulin for diabetics, 7D.
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Who’s hot? Who’s not? Follow celebrity news
as it happens. Visit us on the Web at 
http://people.usatoday.com
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Scooby-Doo, where are you? 
Try the No. 1 spot at the box office af-

ter fetching $56.4 million over the
weekend, according to estimates from
Nielsen EDI, a box office tracking firm. 

Propelled by kids and Gen-Xers and
boomers who grew up on the TV show
that began in 1969, the film’s perfor-
mance surprised analysts, many of
whom predicted it would gross no
more than $40 million. “We under-
estimated the nostalgia factor,” says
John Shaw of box office tracker Mov-
ieline International. 

The fans didn’t. Despite generally
negative reviews, fans lined up for the
computer-generated Great Dane and
his mystery-solving cohorts. “I grew up
on Scooby and Shaggy,” says Pamela
Powell, 31, who took daughter Amanda,
7, to a Sunday matinee in Los Angeles.
“How could I not see them on film? I

don’t care if it’s bad; the cartoon wasn’t
great, either.” 

Powell and her daughter represented
the bulk of Scooby-Doo audiences, says
Robert Bucksbaum, president of box of-

fice tracker Reel Source. He
says roughly 40% of movie-
goers were mothers and
children between 6 and 12,
while teenagers made up an
additional 25%. 

“Scooby is older than he
looks,” says Dan Fellman,
distribution chief for Warner
Bros., which released the
movie and promises a se-
quel in 2004. The first trailer
for Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets, out Nov.
15 from the same studio,
also may have given Scooby-
Doo a boost. 

The Bourne Identity drew
its share as well. The Matt
Damon thriller was second

with $27.5 million and a healthy per-
screen average of $10,400 while land-
ing in 800 fewer theaters than Scooby-
Doo. It “was the surprise winner this
weekend, given how much business

Scooby-Doo ate up,” says EDI’s Dan
Marks. 

Damon appears to be on equal foot-
ing with Ben Affleck, his buddy and
Good Will Hunting co-star, as far as box
office prowess goes. Affleck’s The Sum of
All Fears opened at No. 1 three weeks
ago with a $31.2 million total, though it
faced considerably less competition.
Fears is holding up well, dropping only
29% in its third week to $13.5 million for
fourth place. 

One casualty this weekend was
Windtalkers. The war drama with Nico-
las Cage was No. 3 with a mediocre
$14.5 million. The film marked the
fourth and final movie pushed back af-
ter Sept. 11. The others — Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s Collateral Damage,
Tim Allen’s Big Trouble and last week’s
Bad Company, with Anthony Hopkins —
were major box office disappointments. 

Rounding out the top five: Divine Se-
crets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, with $9.8
million. Final numbers are due today. 

Zoinks! ‘Scooby’ rakes in surprising $56.4M 
By Scott Bowles
USA TODAY

Warner Bros.

Up there: Linda Cardellini, Freddie Prinze Jr. and
Scoob are flying high on their opening weekend.

Every year, millions of Americans open their
mail, find an invitation and wonder: What
the heck does RSVP mean?

For those in the dark, it does NOT mean Re-
freshments Served Very Promptly. It does not
mean throw the invitation in a pile and forget
about it. It does not mean respond only if you’re
not coming, or respond the day of the party, or re-
spond and then fail to show up. And it most cer-
tainly does not mean show up with extra guests.

“It’s French for ‘Tell Me If You Plan to Attend My
Party So That I Know How Many Batches of Ar-
tichoke Dip to Make,’ ” say the Etiquette Grrls, a
Gen X duo of self-proclaimed etiquette experts.

These days, they say, you could build a political
party on the righteous indignation of brides,
hosts, party planners and event organizers
throughout the land who demand to know: Why
don’t people RSVP anymore? 

Lesley Carlin, 28, one of the Grrls and co-author
of Things You Need to be Told, their handbook on po-
lite behavior in a rude and tacky world, says some
people just forget to RSVP, but others are waiting
for a better offer — “which is even ruder.”

“This is one of the most frequent questions we
get on our Web site (www.etiquettegrrls.com) —
how to get people to RSVP,” Carlin says. “Maybe
not quite as many as the white-shoes-after-Labor-
Day question, but it’s up there.” 

So, let’s hear it for the wisdom of Laverne & Shir-
ley, those kooky kids from the ’70s sitcom who
came up with an inspired definition of RSVP: Re-
spond So Very Promptly. Yuk, yuk, but they were

right, if not literally.
Actually, RSVP is the acronym for répondez s’il

vous plaît, or “Respond If You Please.”
In the old days, we knew what RSVP meant be-

cause Mom told us all about it; some schools even
taught basic manners in home-ec classes. “A gen-
eration ago, when you received an invitation, you
were expected to respond on your own statio-
nery,” says Margaret Shepherd, a calligrapher and
author of The Art of the Handwritten Note, which
aims to reclaim “civilized communication.” 

But RSVPs are common these days, which per-
haps makes them seem less deserving of our at-
tention. Twenty-five years ago, it would have been
rare to see an RSVP for a wedding, much less a
child’s birthday party. Back then, it was mostly the
elite who encountered RSVPs. Now, they go to or-
dinary schmoes who might have grown up in
households where an RSVP never showed its face.

Party-givers make it easy to RSVP, by enclosing
stamped, self-addressed cards. Some brides send
save-the-date cards — sales of these have in-
creased sharply — months or even years in ad-
vance to make sure guests have plenty of time to
plan. They set up Web sites to take RSVPs by e-
mail. Hostesses include phone numbers and dead-
lines for replying. And still, people don’t RSVP. 

How come so many people are clueless?
“They’ve been raised by wolves and have the

manners to reflect it,” snaps Jennifer Kay Cortese,
31, of Royal Oak, Mich., who’s still annoyed about 

Cover story

Mom was
right: It’s
rude not
to RSVP 

Casual attitude is
driving hosts crazy

By Maria Puente
USA TODAY Please see COVER STORY next pageu

After being dumped by Capitol Rec-
ords in 1999, Jimmy Eat World
scrounged together the cash to record
its fourth album while worrying that
the music might never find an audi-
ence. They had no clue that their sim-
plest tune yet would end up in the mid-
dle of everywhere.

The Middle, from the Arizona quar-
tet’s 11-month-old Bleed American al-
bum on DreamWorks, is flooding air-
waves after a slow climb on multiple
formats. It’s No. 1 for the fourth week at
modern adult contemporary and No. 9
in its 33rd week on modern rock, ac-
cording to Airplay Monitor. It’s No. 6 and
rising on the mainstream Top 40 chart.

“It started out a joke, really,” says
singer/guitarist Jim Adkins, 26. “It’s
probably the most direct and straight-
forward tune we’ve ever done. In that
sense, it’s out of character, just this cra-
zy, simple four-chord pop song. We’re

always walking a fine line between
challenging and easily digestible music,
something that’s accessible but not in-
sulting to listen to.”

The Middle’s encouraging lyrics and
uplifting chorus (“Everything, every-
thing’ll be just fine”) urge individualists
to ignore the judgments of conformists.

“This is an anti-elitist song directed
toward people who are satisfied in do-
ing their own thing,” says Adkins, ad-
mitting he’s uncertain why it’s a hit.
“I’ve given up trying to understand why
pop culture latches on to something.”

Adkins doesn’t want the band to get
stuck in The Middle, especially with fol-
low-up track Sweetness percolating.

“It wouldn’t bum me out to see The
Middle go away,” he says. “It’s pretty rad
that it got this far, but it would be nice if
people got into the newer song. I guess
it’s not a bad problem to have. It’s just
that you don’t want one tune to be big-
ger than the band.”

Enjoying a massive pop hit, the band
already is bigger than its assigned
genre, an emerging blend of rock sensi-
tivity and aggression known as emo
(short for emotion).

“It’s uncomfortable to be branded by
a catchphrase,” Adkins says. “If you
asked a roomful of people what punk
rock means, you’d get a roomful of dif-
ferent answers, depending on where
you grew up.”

Geography certainly played a role in
shaping Jimmy Eat World, formed in
1994 in Mesa, Ariz., where Adkins de-
scribes the music scene as “kind of lib-
erating, because you can do whatever
you want and no one cares, and also in-
hibiting, because no one cares. It’s hard
to rally support for something you’re
really proud of.”

That’s no longer an issue now that the
planet is gobbling up Jimmy Eat World.
Everything, everything turned out just
fine.

For Jimmy Eat World, ‘Middle’ ground proves fertile 
By Edna Gundersen
USA TODAY

For an audio clip from The Middle, go to life.usatoday.com

By Scott Gries, ImageDirect

Emo-ting: Jim Adkins, at right with Tom
Linton, calls The Middle “anti-elitist.” 

That’s Sir Mick Jagger. The 58-year-old frontman of
the Rolling Stones has received a knighthood from
Queen Elizabeth for his contribution to pop music.

“I don’t think it will change me that much,” Jagger
said Saturday after the queen’s annual birthday hon-
ors list was announced. The choice of Jagger, with his

rock ’n’ roll lifestyle, has re-
newed debate in Britain over
who is worthy of the honor.
Jagger is a boyhood hero of
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, who is 49.

Other entertainment figures
receiving knighthoods:
uArtist Peter Blake, best

known for his 1967 album cov-
er for The Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band.
uTrevor Nunn, artistic di-

rector of the Royal National
Theatre and of two current

Broadway shows, Oklahoma! and Les Misérables.
uJonathan Miller, opera director, actor and original

member of the comedy quartet, Beyond the Fringe.

No jousting: Mick’s a knight

AP pool photo

Jagger: Satisfaction
from being a sir. 



the quarter of her guests who had
to be called — some more than
once — to find out if they would at-
tend her wedding. “I had one
woman RSVP to both (shower and
wedding) and then not show up at

Others think it’s OK to pick and
choose. “I always reply to things
that are important to my family
and friends,” says Lowell Young,
67, of Mariposa, Calif. “I never reply
to RSVPs from sources I don’t
know. Sadly, the commercial use of
RSVPs has diminished their value,
and people ignore them now.”

When Heather Tierney, 32, of
Eureka, Calif., calls to say her son
can’t make it to a party, some host-
esses act as if she’s “from Mars,”
she says. “I get dead silence on the
other end of the phone, as if to say,
‘Well, if you’re not coming, why are
you calling us?’ ”

Robin Thompson, who runs a
charm school and online etiquette
bulletin board (www.etiquette
network.com) in Pekin, Ill., says
she believes most people have
“good intentions” about RSVPs,
then simply forget to do it. 

But she also acknowledges that
there have been fundamental
changes in society. “Both parents
work, often they don’t sit down for
an evening meal together, which is
where kids learn social skills. Plus,
we live in a very relaxed atmos-
phere right now,” Thompson says.

Brides, however, are rarely re-
laxed, and the failure to RSVP
makes their wedding planning all
the more frantic. “I mean, how
hard is it to call and say ‘Yes, I’m
coming’ or ‘No, I won’t be able to
make it’?” asks Mary Katherine
Petty, 25, of Tulsa, who got mar-
ried over the weekend. 

Sharon Stidham, 40, of Plano,
Texas, frequently throws parties
for her two kids and their friends
at the local skating rink or pizza
place, but she has learned to ex-
pect few RSVPs and between 10%
and 50% no-shows — which can be
costly for the hostess. “We all have
the same horrible constraints on
our time, yet so many people think
that the world revolves around
them,” she says.

Professional party planners
complain about RSVP failures, too.
Barbara Boggs, a well-connected
event planner in Washington, D.C.,

says a widespread lack of social
skills is one reason why her busi-
ness flourishes, and why labori-
ously calling invited guests in ad-
vance has become a standard
element of her service. She says
people on Capitol Hill are especial-
ly notorious for not calling in
RSVPs. “You have to hammer them
three or four times, and even if
they say yes, nine times out of 10
they won’t show,” Boggs says. 

‘The President requests . . . ’

Maybe the only host in America
who doesn’t have a problem with
RSVPs is the president. For security
reasons, guests are required to call
well in advance of White House
parties to confirm attendance. And
they always do. “That kind of in-
vitation is so rare, people go out of
their way to change their calendars
to make sure they get there,” says
Ann Stock, social secretary under
President Clinton, who now plans
major events at the Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. 

So what to do about this RSVP
problem? No one seems to know.
The Etiquette Grrls think — hope —
the pendulum is swinging back,
that manners are “in” again. And
some hope that e-mail will help.

“E-mail was supposed to do in
letter-writing, but what it’s done is
make millions more people com-
fortable with communicating
through the written word, which
has spilled over to note- and letter-
writing,” says Peter Hopkins,
spokesman for Crane’s, the high-
end stationery company.

Others think it would help to use
English instead of French. “It makes
me think the sender is trying to
sound sophisticated,” grumbles
Dave Shipman, 37, of Winchendon,
Mass. “If the audience is primarily
an English-speaking one, use Eng-
lish: ‘Please Reply.’ ”

But Alison Frederick, 31, of Indi-
anapolis, has an intriguing idea:
“Maybe we should develop our
own phrase for the U.S. — like CIYC
(‘Call If You’re Coming’).” 

Continued from 1D

Cover story
either. She never so much as made
mention of an apology, nor did she
send a card, a gift — nothing.”

The regrettable truth is that
we’ve lost the idea that there are
common courtesies we all en-
dorse. “The ‘rules’ allow us to feel
comfortable and confident in any
social occasion we may encoun-
ter,” says Lisa Mirza Grotts, 39,
who runs an etiquette and proto-
col-consulting firm in San Francis-
co. “It’s a lost art.”

Maybe it’s just another unfortu-
nate consequence of our go, go, go
society: Our manners finally got up
and left. Maybe it’s about being in
denial: We fear hurting a friend’s
feelings by saying no to her party,
so we just don’t deal with it. 

Or maybe it’s the usual suspects.
“Too much TV, too much accep-
tance of the lowest common de-
nominator,” laments Michael Bea-
ton, 51, of Marshalltown, Iowa.

Whatever, exasperation is ev-
erywhere. An October etiquette
survey for Lenox, the gift company,
found that 73% of respondents
think manners are worse today
than 25 years ago. Only 23% rated
manners excellent or good. 

They need a head count

Lenox special events manager
Denise Dinyon says failure to RSVP
may reflect the shift in the tenor of
entertainment, away from formal
sit-down meals to more open fam-
ily-style or buffet meals. “If people
feel they will be seated at a table,
they’re more compelled to RSVP,
but if they’re just putting in an ap-
pearance at a cocktail party, they
think the host won’t need to know
how many chairs to have.”

Ask people about their experi-
ence with RSVPs and a torrent of
venting and ranting and fuming
pours out. Words like “lazy” and
“rude” and “obnoxious” and
“ticked off” are mentioned. Every-
one has shocking — shocking! —
tales of inconsiderate behavior:
Brides with no head count only
days before the wedding. Parents
with no idea how many are com-
ing to their child’s birthday party at
Chuck E. Cheese. Dinner parties
with not enough food because
someone didn’t RSVP and showed
up with out-of-town guests.

Some people are just plain mis-
informed: They think RSVP is Latin,
or maybe Italian. They think it
means respond only if you’ll be
there. Or regrets only.

People
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Margaret Miller, 56, a semi-retired public relations consultant who
has hosted many parties at home in Annapolis, Md., knows all about
people who forget to RSVP — because she forgets, too. “I am the
worst, and there is no excuse,” she says with a sheepish laugh. She
has come up with her own list of top 10 reasons people don’t RSVP. 

10 The dog ate my invitation.
9 I do not speak French.
8 I might have a better offer.
7 I am not comfortable at parties that require RSVPs; too formal.
6 I like to keep the host wondering.
5 I do not want to go, so I will pretend the invitation was lost in the

mail and feign surprise if they call.
4 I am rude and want to make a statement. 
3 The post office and mailbox are too far away.
2 I really have lost the invitation (they send them sooooo early

these days) and do not know how to contact the host.
1 My life is overscheduled, and this is one of those things I forgot. 

Lame excuses for not RSVP’ing
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Honeymooning: Paul McCartney and Heather
Mills are spending their honeymoon in the Sey-
chelles, on one of the Indian Ocean archipelago’s pri-
vate islands, Seychelles Broadcasting Corp. reported
Friday. The couple’s exact location has not been dis-
closed, but there are more than a dozen privately
owned islands with luxury homes that are popular
with the very rich.

Wedding bells: Spin City star Charlie Sheen, 36,
and actress Denise Richards, 31, were married Sat-
urday evening in a Catholic ceremony at the L.A.
home of the ABC show’s producer, the couple’s pub-
licist said Sunday. Family members, including Sheen’s
father, Martin Sheen, were in attendance. Both bride
and groom wore Armani. It was the first marriage
for Richards, the second for Sheen.

MMMarried: Taylor Hanson, the 19-year-old lead
singer and keyboard player of the pop trio Hanson,
married his girlfriend of two years, 18-year-old Nat-
alie Anne Bryant, in a small, private ceremony in Pine
Mountain, Ga., on June 8, his publicist said. “Our wed-
ding was exactly how we envisioned it — romantic

and intimate, and surrounded by our family and
friends,” Hanson said in a statement. “Natalie and I
are looking forward to our life together.” Hanson and
his brothers were just 16, 14 and 11 years old in 1997
when their single, MMMBop, hit No. 1 on Billboard.

Britney’s solo act: “It wasn’t a bad breakup,” says
pop princess Britney Spears of her split from Justin
Timberlake. “We still talk all the time.” In an inter-
view with In Style, Spears doesn’t exactly sound dev-
astated by the breakup. “Of course it’s gonna kind of
hurt sometimes,” she concedes. What led to the
split? “We’re climbing two different mountains. His
priorities are different from mine right now.”

Douglas honored: Actor Kirk Douglas, 85, re-
ceived top honors Friday from the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, during the school’s graduation
ceremony for theater, film and television students.
The UCLA Medal, presented for cultural, political and
humanitarian achievements, is the highest honor the
school can award. Previous recipients include former
Presidents Carter and Clinton and actors Laurence
Olivier and Carol Burnett.

Briefly

Courtesy has become a ‘lost art’ 

With her right arm in a sling — a
casualty of the media frenzy over
her the last time she was in court
— Winona Ryder appeared in
Beverly Hills Superior Court on Fri-
day and told the judge she was
pleading not guilty to shoplifting
and drug charges.

The actress, who co-stars in the
upcoming Adam Sandler comedy
Mr. Deeds, is charged with second-
degree burglary, grand theft, van-
dalism and possession of a con-
trolled substance. She faces a max-
imum of three years and eight
months in state prison if convicted
on all charges. She remains free on
$20,000 bail. 

Her lawyer, Mark Geragos, also
filed a motion Friday to disqualify
the District Attorney’s office from
the case, claiming prosecutors are
not treating his client fairly. The
motion was sealed by the judge. If
the motion were granted, the state
Attorney General’s office would
prosecute. Such motions are rarely
granted. 

Judge Elden Fox set a pretrial
hearing for July 15 and said Ryder
didn’t have to attend. He also or-
dered that any motions concern-
ing possible prior acts by Ryder be
filed under seal. A tentative trial
date was set for Aug. 13.

Ryder said little during the ar-
raignment. When the judge asked
the 30-year-old whether she was
entering a plea of not guilty, she re-
sponded in a soft voice, “Yes, your
honor.” She and her lawyer made
no comment as they left the court-

house.
A notice filed with the District

Attorney’s office last month indi-
cates the prosecution plans to
show the star has a history of
shoplifting. Court records show no

previous convictions against Ryder.
Sandi Gibbons, a spokeswoman

for the District Attorney’s office,
has declined to provide details of
the evidence, saying prosecutors
would save that material for court.

By Fred Prouser, Reuters

In a sling: Attorney Mark Geragos escorts Winona Ryder as she enters
Beverly Hills Superior Court for her arraignment Friday.

Ryder pleads not guilty to all charges


